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December 2020  
Dear Member
This is a much briefer December Newsletter than usual for obvious reasons.

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions which affect us all we have been unable to carry out

many of our normal activities. In particular our Speaker Evenings have had to be cancelled. We know that these occasions are popular with our members both for the quality of the speakers and of the buffet. But they also provide an opportunity for a social gathering and I guess it this aspect that is missed most of all.
Be assured that, as soon as circumstances – and common sense – allow, they will resume. There are a few activities that we have been able to undertake and these are summarised below.
On behalf of your committee I wish you a Happy Christmas and, for the New Year, a
fervent hope that we, our families and friends will see a resumption of normal life.

Philip Butler, Chairman
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Christmas Tree
Our annual Christmas Tree overlooking The Green
has been installed by members and is doing its
best to emulate the success of its predecessors.
Public Footpaths
For a village of its size Skelton has very few Public Rights of Way. Trust members inspect one of the footpaths each year. This year the path from Moorlands to Shipton and return was walked and a report on its condition sent to the city Public Footpaths officer. This has resulted in improvements to some of the stiles/field boundary crossings.
Work continues by committee member Derek Jackson in an attempt to restore some of the ancient rights of way around Skelton to the Definitive Map
York Local Plan

We continue to monitor the developing Local Plan. This seems to have made little progress in 2020 – most activity seeming to be lengthy exchanges between the City Council and the inspectors appointed by government to monitor the progress of the 
plan. One contentious issue remains the definition of the Green Belt which is obviously of keen interest to Skelton. The proposed 1348 houses development in the valued green space between Skelton and Wigginton remains a key part of the plan.
Ring Road
B y contrast, clear progress seems to be being made in the planning and funding of ring road dualling between the A19 roundabout and eastwards to the A64 at Hopgrove.  Of particular interest to Skelton is the proposal to create a pedestrian/cyclist underpass beneath the Tesco roundabout.
 Currently, if you walk south along the footpath from Brecksfield alongside Burtree Dam you arrive at the ring road. If you wish to proceed further you then have to cross the (very busy) ring road. 
Under the proposed scheme this footpath would be redirected to join the new underpass thus avoiding having to cross the ring road traffic and making pedestrian access to Clifton Moor easier and safer.

We have therefore indicated our support for this aspect of the dualling proposal.
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To mark last year’s celebration of the Village Trust’s 50th Anniversary members of the committee have planted a golden birch tree in Orchard Field (to the west of the path    opposite the substation).

The commemorative plaque above is attached to the tree guard..                                                            
                        Subscription Holiday
And finally……… some good news. 
 In view of current circumstances your committee has decided that there will be a Subscription Holiday for 2020 and therefore no subscriptions will be deemed payable by members for that year. If you have already paid your 2020 subscription you need take no further action and any payment made will be treated as payment for 2021. Unpaid 2020 subscriptions will be deemed due for 2021 in the normal way.






